[Laparoscopy in suspected Crohn disease in childhood].
The traditional diagnostic tools for the diagnosis of Crohn's disease barely reach the terminal ileum. For coloileoscopy in children, anesthesia is required. We have used it for an additional and simultaneous laparoscopy, including biopsies from lymph nodes or the liver. In 11 children (mean age 11.8 years) laparoscopies were performed in order to establish the diagnosis Crohn's disease. In 9 children laparoscopy was performed simultaneously with coloileoscopy. A 5-mm laparoscope was advanced through the umbilicus and a 1.7-mm forceps through the left lower anterior abdominal wall. There were no complications. Laparoscopy provides a novel, direct image of the early stages of Crohn's disease and may initiate a more adequate medical treatment.